	​​Jigawa State: A Success Story 
​​by Diosa Woods​ 
​  
​Nestled in the northern part of Nigeria, Jigawa state is one of the 36 states of Nigeria battling malnutrition.  

​In the country, currently, out of an estimated 35 million children under 5 years: 
· ~12 million are stunted (too short for their age)  
· ~9 million are wasted (too thin for their height) 
· ~23.5 million are anemic 
Out of an estimated 7.8 million pregnant women, 4.5 million are anemic.  

​UNICEF and development partners have made huge investments in improving the country's nutrition situation over the years, and the Child Nutrition Fund is one programme making tremendous progress, namely in Jigawa State.
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​​​​Children benefiting from the Child Nutrition Match Fund in Jigawa State​​ 


	
	​governments to double their investment in essential nutrition commodities to accelerate the scale-up of policies, programmes for the prevention, early detection, and treatment of malnutrition.

The Child Nutrition Match Fund, supported by key donors, and managed by UNICEF2, is a unique match funding instrument where UNICEF and its partners match government financing of essential nutrition commodities in a ratio of 1:1. 

Eligible commodities include the following: Ready to Use therapeutic Food (RUTF); Multiple Micronutrient Powders (MNPs); Small/Medium-quantity Lipid-based Nutrient Supplements (SQ/MQ-LNS); Vitamin A Supplements (VAS) for children; Micronutrient Supplements (MMS) and Balanced Energy Protein (BEP) supplements for women. 

PROGRESS  
UNICEF sent letters to the state governors of all 36 states 
	informing them of the Child Nutrition Fund opportunity. Jigawa State stepped forward as ​​the largest participant, with an investment of N250,000,000. Subsequently, due to the Governor of Jigawa State’s commitment and investment in the programme, UNICEF had the resources to create the biggest impact and the greatest improvement in Jigawa.

CITE EXAMPLES OF IMPACT HERE
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